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PEEL
YOUTH VIOLENCE PREVENTION
NETWORK

n conversations with young

people, the police and

community organizations,

the members of the Peel Youth
Violence Prevention Network have
learned a great deal about the

factors that contribute to youth :

violence and the daunting challenges , -
faced by those who are trying to make a dlfference We know
meaningful change takes time, but we are continuously uplifted by
the hard work being done by so many individuals and groups
who are dedicated to improving the lives of young people.

The activities undertaken by the Steering Committee and four
working groups during the past year have been ambitious-and
have yielded promising results. Those results are directly related
to engaging with youth and community groups and building
strong connections. We invite you to read about our progress in
addressing violence in this Community Report. Our work is far
from done but we remain hopeful and committed.
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Message from Gael Miles

Chair, Peel Youth Violence Prevention Network Steering Committee

t's hard to believe that the Network is celebrating
its third year! Great progress has been made but the
more we learn the more we realize this issue is made
even more complex by the diverse needs of our
community. To find an effective solution, we have to
understand and be sensitive to a broad range of
cultural differences and reach out and engage our
diverse communities.

The sad reality is that violence is sfill very much an issue in
Peel. Peel Regional Police Chief Mike Metcalf called 2008
one of the worst with a record 27 homicides and disturbing
increases in other serious crimes. The real issue for us is that
some of these crimes — verbal abuse, intimidation, gangs,
aftacks with knives, and fights — are being committed by
youth at schools and in our neighbourhoods.

The effect of these crimes on our communities is real and
devastating. From youth being sfereotyped to increased
police presence, there is growing pressure on our community
and on social services. The members of the Peel Youth
Violence Prevention Network Steering Committee and our
pariners realize that the need for concerted community efforts
like those we are engaged in is urgent and growing. The
vision that formed the basis of the Network when it was
developed in 2006 is still very much what guides our efforts
foday — we want youth to feel engaged in their schools and
communities; to feel they are listened to and involved; fo feel
safe; and to know they have opportunities and places to
learn, play and grow.

Makimsy conmections that cownt

If there was a theme to our work this year it was the power
of connections. Members of our working groups dedicated
themselves to connecting with groups and individuals within
our community, and based on those connections, moved their

plans from the discussion table to action and results. I've
been exhilarated by their many achievements.

The atmosphere was positive as we collaborated to
defermine next steps at our Annual Symposium attended by
members of the Steering Committee, the working groups
and many of our community
partners. We reviewed our
progress, brainsformed and
made plans for the year ahead.
A highlight was hearing from the
dynamic founders of Jane-Finch
dot-com, Paul Nguyen and Mark
Simms, who sent a powerful
message about the importance of
accepting young people for who
they are and letting them voice
their opinions.

Paul Nguyen

Last spring we were pleased to be consulted by the Province
and its Roots of Youth Violence initiative and saw our
comments and experience reflected in their report. We
share their insight that ending youth violence requires a
multifaceted approach which embraces youth at its core and
fully involves them.

Thank you to everyone who has worked with us during the
past year and for sharing in our commitment to helping us
build a stronger community in Peel and addressing the
needs of our youth.

GAEL MILES
Regional Councillor, City of Brampton

Chair, Peel Youth Violence Prevention Network
Steering Committee
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s we enfer our fourth year, it's clear that any strategy for reducing and preventing
youth violence in Peel must involve an action-oriented and collaborative
approach. Strategies must also ensure the meaningful involvement of youth and
encourage the inclusion of their experience and insights.

Our Symposium demonstrated our commitment fo contfinuous
growth and improvement. The working groups developed
plans for the next three years and during the course of
discussions many valuable insights were shared: don't judge
young people based on their past, use their interests [music,
sports, rap, etc.) for positive results, give them meaningful
work, and be accessible.

We supported a series of meetings of 200 young people
who brainstormed the creation of a new network brand and
image reflective of youth and their
spirit. This collaboration produced
the new VOICE logo and
upcoming VOICE website featuring
the Network’s community charter,
parenting tips, and links o over
40 network affiliates.

® Development of a new quarterly newslefter for
Network members

® Ongoing efforts af obtaining susfainable funding
for the Peel Youth Violence Prevention Network,
including collaboration around federal
government granting opportunities

® Collaborating with Peel Regional Police
on the creation of a website,
www.connect2ENDviolence.ca that will serve
as a hub for community discussions on all forms
of violence and violence prevention

® Brampton Safe City Association produced
a 10-poinT call to action to the community as
a result of increased violence

e Developing closer connections with community
initiatives such as Success By 6 Peel, The Peel
Committee Against Women Abuse, United Way's
Neighbourhood Strategy, Peel Region'’s
Neighbourhood Capacity Initiative, Rapport
Youth and Family Services and local parks and
recreation departments

® Six Peel secondary schools succeeded in
receiving support through the Province’s Urban
and Priority funding program which clearly
demonstrates a growing awareness and
commitment among levels of government to
collaborate and support Peel schools in
developing programs for youth

® Throughout the year we continued fo hear from
community agencies speaking on key issues that
are affecting our community

Westkimey sronps buwild, s their

With their visioning exercise complete, the four working
groups considered numerous ideas and began implementing
feasible actions for confronting youth violence within their
areas of focus. The diversity of members and their
multidisciplinary perspectives have been invaluable in
building an understanding of the roots of youth violence.

Despite limited time and resources, each working group
rose fo the challenges fo effect positive change. They have
worked diligently to find ways of meaningfully engaging
youth — and youth-atrisk in particular — in their schools,
communities and within the family. Here are some of the
projects they are currently working on:

Sgt. William Stewart, Peel Regional Police,
Anne Burke-Gauthier, Community member — Working
Group Chairs

® Collaborated with the other working groups and a
number of community agencies fo draft a concept
for a funding proposal to reach underserviced
and atrisk youth

® Supported the Working with Families Working
Group on the creation of the Middle Years Parent
and Youth Program, designed to improve relationships
between parents/caregivers and youth



® Designed and acfively planned for a youth

symposium to be held in 2009

Leslie Moreau, Region of Peel,
Ontario Works — Working Group Chair

e The Working with Families Working Group
collaborated with the Education, Policy and
Programs Working Group to create the Middle
Years Parent and Youth Program. The focus of the
sixweek program was on helping parents and
youth between the ages of six and 12 develop
positive communications skills, proper discipline
methods and anger management. These
programs were delivered in Brampton
(Knightsbridge), Mississauga (Meadowvale),
and Caledon (Bolton)

® A postsession evaluation of the Parent Program is
being undertaken and will help us move forward
with future programs

® \Work has begun on the creation of a ‘family’s
toolkit" that will be community-specific and
provide information on parenting skills,
community supports and tools for enhanced
communication

Melissa Punambolam, Community member,
Chris Pimento, Youth Justice Services, Brampton, Ministry
of Children and Youth Services — Working Group Chairs

® At focus groups held in Brampton, Mississauga
and Caledon, youth expressed a desire for more
community activities, improved safety in schools,
and better relations with the police

® Developing and implementing youth engagement
through tasks and strategies on an ongoing basis
(focus groups and regional visioning processes)

e Giving youth a direct voice: actively listening to
what they have to say and using their expertise
fo formulate next steps and action plans

® Forming a youth advisory group fo guide and
direct youth focused activity and program
initiatives that the Supports and Services for
Youth Work Group will assist with. IMPACT
is the name chosen by the youth members for
this group

* Active participation in the creation of a new
network brand and image for the Youth Working
Group. This collaboration produced the new

VOICE logo and upcoming VOICE website

® Successful in receiving a grant from Mayor
McCallion’s 2008 Annual Golf Tournament
fo support youth activities

Janine Symanzik, Community member — Working
Group Chair

* Networking between community development
leaders in Peel Region

e Strategic planning fo develop a 3-year vision for
the Community Development Working Group

® Facilitated the program design for a Youth
Gang Violence Prevention proposal for the Peel
Youth Violence Prevention Network

* \Working with neighbourhood groups to
maximize the use of existing resources

‘Arecept youny pesple
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Mark Simms, Paul Nguyen

Jane-Finch dotcom
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This journey would not be possible without the confribution of our partners, who
during the past year have given generously of their time, energy, and ideas.

Associate Youth Services of Peel Qur Place Peel

Brampton Neighbourhood Resource Centre Peel Committee Against Woman Abuse
Brampton Safe City Peel Committee on Sexual Assault

Caledon OPP Peel District School Board

Canadian Mental Health Association Peel Regional Police

City of Brampton, Parks & Recreation Rapport Youth & Family Services

ity of Mississauga, Recreation & Parks Rapport Youth & Family Services — Eclypse
Community Environment Alliance of Peel (CEA) Region of Peel — Health Services
Dixie-Bloor Neighbourhood Centre Region of Peel — Peel Youth Village
Dufferin-Peel Catholic District School Board Region of Peel — Human Services
Elizabeth Fry Society of Peel-Halton Safe City Mississauga

Erin Mills Youth Outreach Program The Bridge — Prison Ministry

Family Education Centre The Centre for Education & Training

Family Services of Peel The Dam Youth Drop-In

John Howard Society The HEAL Network

Ministry of Children and Youth Services — Probation Town of Caledon — Caledon Youth Services
Mississauga Church of God United Way of Peel Region

Nexus Youth Services Various Community Members

Our Lady of Mount Carmel S.S. West Edge Outreach Centre

"The eed, ot concerted, commmmitiy epfoty ke
these we ate emaaned vne Uy et amd; dswimsy.”

Gael Miles, Chair, Peel Youth Violence Prevention Network Steering Committee




Peel Youth Vislence Prevention Wetwsrth,
Ateerins Committee Contact List - 2009

Name

Gael Miles (Chair)

Katie Mahoney (Co-Chair)

Pat Saito (Co-Chair)

Valerie Amold-Judge

John Betts (Staff Sgt.)

Teresa Burgess-Ogilvie

Tony DaSilva
Dorothy Fetterly
David Green

Emil Kolb

Jane Loppe

Sue McFadden
Janet Menard
Marolyn Morrison
Janette Smith
Greg Sweeney
Allison Van Wagner
Shelley White

Larry Zacher

We are also committed to keeping you informed as our work continues.
Your interest and involvement isn't just encouraged, it's essential. Please tell

Organization
Regional Councillor
Regional Councillor
Regional Councillor

Peel District School Board
Peel Regional Police

Safe City Mississauga

Dufferin-Peel Catholic District School Board

Region of Peel — Public Health
Peel District School Board
Regional Chair

Region of Peel — Public Health
Regional Councillor

Region of Peel — Human Services
Mayor, Town of Caledon

Region of Peel — Health Services
Caledon OPP

Peel District School Board

United Way of Peel Region
Brampton Safe City

Email
gael.miles@brampton.ca
katie.mahoney@mississauga.ca
pat.saifo@mississauga.ca
valerie.amoldjudge@peelsh.com
john.betts@peelpolice.on.ca
togilvie@safecitymississauga.on.ca
tony.dasilva@dpcdsb.org
dorothy fetterly@peelregion.ca
david.green@peelsh.com
emil.kolb@peelregion.ca
jane.loppe@peelregion.ca
sue.mcfadden@mississauga.ca
janet.menard@peelregion.ca
marolyn.morrison@caledon.ca
janette.smith@peelregion.ca
greg.sweeney@ontario.ca
allison.vanwagner@peelsh.com
swhite@unitedwaypeel.org

larry.zacher@brampton.ca

us what you think. Visit our website: www.endyouthviolence.ca or

CDI-0209 09/05

Telephone
905-874-2671
905-896-5800
905-896-5900
905-838-2125
905453-3311
9056154144
905-459-7089
905-791-7800
905-495-4579
905-791-7800
905-791-7800
905-896-5010
905-791-7800
905-584-2272
905-791-7800
905-584-2241
9057859290
905-602-3610
905793-5484

Ext. 2109

Ext. 2036

Ext. 4309
Ext. 2122

Ext. 4939
Ext. 4156
Ext. 4901
Ext. 3511





